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Background Information

Section 5.1.(i) of the Hurricane Recovery Act of 2005 provides $500,000 to the Division of Forest Resources (DFR),
“ . . . for the purposes of forestland restoration . . .  activities needed due to hurricane damage” .  The DFR will utilize
these funds to establish a cost-sharing program for forest landowners to assist them with expenses associated with
forest establishment and / or forest rehabilitation.  This effort will be similar in scope to the Fran Reforestation and
Rehabilitation Program (FRRP) that was established after Hurricane Fran damaged or destroyed forestland in 51
eastern counties in 1996.

Descr iption of Program

The Forest Recovery Program (FRP) is a cost-sharing program, similar to the on-going Forest Development Program
(FDP), which provides financial assistance to North Carolina forest landowners to implement forestry practices.  To
receive funding, landowners must; (1) complete an application; (2) have a management plan approved by DFR; (3)
agree to follow the plan; and (4) agree to maintain the funded acres in forestland for a period of ten years.

Eligibility

Any private individual, group, association, corporation, and trust owning non-industrial, private forest land in one of
the North Carolina counties identified in Section 3 of the Hurricane Recovery Act, is eligible.  Public ownerships and
forest industry ownerships are not eligible.  First priority will be given to ownerships of those counties identified in
Section 3 that are located west of Interstate 77.  These counties include; Alexander, Alleghany, Ashe, Avery,
Buncombe, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Cleveland, Gaston, Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Iredell, Jackson, Lincoln,
Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford, Swain, Transylvania, Watauga, Wilkes and
Yancey.  After the program has been in place for six months, the remaining funds will be available for the counties
east of I-77, including: Alamance, Bladen, Cabarrus, Caswell, Columbus, Cumberland, Davidson, Forsyth, Guilford,
Hoke, Randolph, Robeson, Rockingham, Scotland, Stokes, and Union.

Descr iption of Assistance

To comply with Section 4.1.(h), DFR will ensure, to the extent practicable, that assistance is prioritized to those areas
and individuals “ least able to afford the losses”  from the hurricanes.  Therefore, assistance will be limited to projects
from one to 100 acres.  Funding may be approved only for costs associated with approved regeneration and stand
rehabilitation practices.  These include site preparation, tree planting or seeding, and stand improvement practices.
An eligible landowner may receive funds sufficient to complete needed practices at the cost share rate of 75%.
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Allocation of Funds

Allocations will normally be made “ first come, first served” , based upon the date of receipt of the application in the
DFR Central Office in Raleigh.  Upon certification of the availability of funds and allotment to the project, the
District Office and the applicant will be notified.  If allotment cannot be made due to insufficient funds, the District
Office will be notified as to the status of the application. The District is responsible for notifying the counties on
project status.  Work will not be authorized for cost-sharing until written notice has been received of allotment of
funds to the project.  Projects completed without written approval will not be cost shared.  Payments will not be
processed until the work has been completed and performance has been certified by DFR.  When all FRP funds are
exhausted, unfunded and otherwise eligible applications will be converted to FDP with written notice and approval of
landowners.

Time Limits On Use of Funds -- Projects requiring site preparation or stand improvement practices must be
started within one (l) year and be completed within two (2) years from the date funded.  Plant Only and Replant
projects must be completed and paid within the planting season funded.  Applications failing to meet these
requirements will have funds withdrawn, and a cancellation letter will be sent to the landowner.  When unusual
circumstances occur, and a project cannot be completed on schedule through no fault of the owner, an extension
may be granted.  No extensions will be considered for Plant Only or Replant.

Completion of Projects -- For certification of completion, the landowner must notify the Division that the
practices have been completed, including those practices recommended in the FM plan to insure environmental
protection.  Full payment will be made following certification of all approved work.  A DFR representative must
complete the performance section of the application.  The completed application, along with a copy of the bills
must be sent to the Central Office for payment.  Payment will be made by applying the 75% cost-share rate to
the approved prevailing rate or actual cost (as noted on the bills / invoices), whichever is less.

Approved Practices

 The following practices, consisting of one or more of the indicated sub-practices, are eligible for cost share
payments:
�  Natural Regeneration:  Practices recommended to promote natural regeneration of pine and hardwood.

�  Site Preparation: Preparation of a site for planting, seeding or natural regeneration of a commercial forest tree
species.  This may be accomplished by the following sub-practices used singularly or in combination:  Burning,
Chopping, Discing, KG/V-Blade Shear, Rake & Pile, KG & Pile.  The use of herbicides, applied from the air or
from the ground, to reduce competing vegetation.  And, the use of chemical or mechanical means, including hand
methods, to control vegetation to develop a stand of trees from advanced hardwood regeneration, natural pine
regeneration, or artificial regeneration.

�  Silvicultural Clearcut:  The felling of cull trees in unmerchantable or damaged stands for the purpose of allowing
regeneration of desirable species by exposing the site to direct sunlight.

�  Tree Planting or Seeding:  Planting seedlings or applying seed to establish a commercial forest stand.  This
includes hand planting, machine planting, and direct seeding.

�  Stand Improvement Practices:   The purpose of these practices is to release existing reproduction of desired
tree species to insure adequate regeneration of a commercial forest stand and / or to rehabilitate storm
damaged stands to improve stand vigor and overall forest health.

For  additional information or  to apply for  assistance contact your  local County Ranger


